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MRS. JOHN T. GARDNER 
CORRE SPONDING SECRETARY GENERAL, N.S.D.A.R. 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1720 D STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 
November 29, 1949 
1-'ir. F. B. L;,,mbert 
Barboursville, W. v~. 
Dear Sir: 
In answer to your inquiry of No'rember 25, 
we rlo not have in our files the record of a Samuel 
H-9.tten of Virginia who is r.redited with having received 
a pens:i on, so we cannot send you information concernins 
the man you have in mind. We do have, however, a Samuel 
H,:i,tton listed whose wife's n.g;ne is given as Hosena Queen, 
If you think there is any connection we can send you the 
name of a descendant who claimed the service, but for the 
service of copying a paper $1,00 is charged, and if the 
de2ce:1dant is an -".ctive rrember we re iuire a lett.er of per-
r,,2-s s ic,n from her t 0 copy her paper. 
j 
Ve FJ truly yours , 
/1..J_f-LS- ~~7. () ·_ •. _ ._~ 
Mrs. John T. G-9.rr:iner 








GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
OFFICE OF 
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 
HEADS OF FAMILIES- AT THE FIRST CENSUS 
Under the above title the Bureau of the Census has published complete returns of the 
First Census of the United States, taken in, 1790, for the States of Connecticut, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, and Vermont, and partial returns of State censuses taken by Virginia in the 
years 1782 to 1785. These returns are printed in the form of paper-bound quarto V'Olumes 
(9 by 11½ inches), one for each1 State, ranging in size from 71 pages for the Rhode Island 
edition to 426 pages for the Pennsylvania edition. 
The First Census comprised an enumeration of the inhabitants of the present States of 
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York,-North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Tennessee; Vermont, and Virginia; but the returns for Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, New 
Jersey, Tennessee, and Virginia have been lost or destroyed so that it is impossible to publish 
names of heads of families for the entire area covered by the First Census. 
The information contained in each of the State volumes, except that for Virginia, consists 
of a tabular list showing the full name of the head of each family and the number of persons 
in the family, classified under the following headings: Free white males of 16 years and 
upward, including heads of families; free white males under 16 years; free white females, 
including heads of families; all other free persons; slaves. ( A census " family " includes all 
persons living under one roof or upon one farm or plantation.) 
In each volume the names and data are grouped under the names of the respective coun-
ties; and in some cases, as explained in the next paragraph, they are further grouped accord-
ing to county subdivisions. Usually the names are presented in the order in which they were 
enumerated, though in a :few cases they are alphabetically listed under the names of the 
counties or county subdivisions. Each volume, however, contains an alphabetical list of all 
the names enumerated in the State to which it pertains, with references to the pages on which 
are given the information relating to them. Tables summarizing the population of the United 
States, by States, and the population of the State to which the volume relates, by counties, 
classified as above explained, are included. 
For the New England States and New York the names are grouped according to counties 
and towns; for Pennsylvania 1-u,d .... "\T,e'\v--J~rsey, according to counties and in some cases accord-
ing to townships or towns; for North Carolina, according to counties and in some cases 
according to subdivisions of counties; and for South Carolina, according to districts, part of 
which are subdivided into counties and in some cases into counties and parishes. 
The law aut_horizing the publication of Heads of Families at the First Census provides that the 
volumes shall be sold instead of being distributed without charge. The price is $1 per volume. 
Remittance should be made to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 
* "Heads of families" for Connecticut, Maryland, New ;{ork, South Carolina., 
and Virginia are now out of print. 
-
For Virginia, the returns from State enumerations made in the years 178~, 1783, 1784, / 
and 1785 are given. These cover only the following-named 37 of the 78 counties into which 
the State was divided in 1790: 
Albemarle. Gloucester. :Miuulesex. Prince Edward. 
Amelia. Greensville. ~Ionongalla. Princess Anne. 
Amherst. Halifax. Nansemond. Richmond. 
Charlotte. Hampshire. New Kent. Hockingham. 
Chesterfield. Hanover. Norfolk. Sllenandoah. 
Cumberland. Harrison. Xorthumberlan<l. Stafford. 
Essex. Isle of Wigllt. Orange. Surry. 
Fairfax. Lancaster. Pittsylvania. SU3sex. 
Fluvanna. Mecklenburg. Pow Ila tan. Warwick. 
Frederick. 
In the ·case of some of these counties in Virginia the returns for only 1 year are given, 
while in other cases the figures rela.te to 2 or more years. The names shown are those of 
heads of families. The lists :for 1782 and 1783 show the numbers of white and of black 
persons connected with each family, while those for 1784 and 1785 show only the number of 
white persons in each family, together with the numbers of dwellings and other/ buildings. 
There is no classification according to sex and age. In addition, there are shown the name, 
age, occupation, length of residence, and property of each inhabitant of the city of Richmond 
in 1782; the names of heads of families and numbers of white and of colored persons con-
nected with each family enumerated in the city of Williamsburg in 1782; and the names 
returned on the Greenbrier County tax lists of 1783 to 1786. 
In March 1790 the Union consisted of 12 States-Rhode Island, the last of the original 
13 to enter the Union, being admitted May 29 of the same year. Vermont, the first addition, 
was admitted in the following year, before the results of the First Census were aimouncecl. 
Maine was a part of Massachusetts, Kentucky was a part of Virginia, and the present States 
· of Alabama and Mississippi were parts of Georgia. The present States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and 'Wisconsin, with part of Minnesota, were known as the Northwest 
Territory, and the present State of Tennessee, then a part of North Carolina, was soon to be 
organized as the Southwest Territory. 
The total population of the United States in 1790, e~clusive of slaves, as derived from the 
returns, was 3,231,533. The only names appearing upon the returns, however, were those of 
heads of families, and as at that period the families averaged 6 persons, the total number of 
names shown was approximately 540,000, or somewhat more than half a million. The number 
of names which are now lacking because of the destruction of the returns is approximately 
140,000, thus leaving about 400,000 names as the aggregate for the 11 States ( exclusive of 
Virginia) :for which Heads of Families at the First Census has been published. 
; I 
\ 





DIRECTOR OF REFERENCE SERVICE 
Mr. F. B. Lambert 
Barboursville 
West Virginia 
My dear Mr. Lambert: 
Wqe ~afiomtl J\rrqibes 
~us~inghm, ~- QJ. 
Decembe r 31 , 1942. 
This is in reply to your letter of November 211 1942, 
concerning the 1 ?90 and 1820 census schedules of Virginia and 
the 1850 census schedules of Wayne County, Virginia. 
The original 1850 census schedules for Wayne C.ounty, 
Virginia ( Volume 26), compr ise 109 pages. Negative phdtostats 
can be furnished at a cost of forty ments a page, or a total 
of $43.60; and microcopies can be furnished at a cost of three 
cents a page, ot $3.27. To order copies, please send to this 
o.f'f'ice your remittance by check or money or der made payable to 
the Treasurer of the United States. In order to furnish micro-
copies, it is necessary for usto know the make and model number 
of the pr ojector to be used and the page placement desired. 
The 1820 schedul.es for the whole State of Virginia 
amount to about 4.,400 pages. There is no printed reproduction 
of the 1820 census and the printed volume of Records of State 
Enumerations., 1782 to 1785, for Virginiaj at one cime obtai. nable 
at the Government Printing Office for $1.00, ie now out of print. 
A copy of the att~ched pamphlet entitled "Heads of Families at the 
First census" might be of interest to you. 
Very truly yours, 
P. M. Hamer 
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'l'HE VDTSO:N F.A:.~ILY, 
JAMES VI ~TSON was born in 1785 in N. C. About 1800 he left 
Russell County, Virginia., with Benjarnin Sperry, James Robertson 
William Artrip, a,nd others for the Big Sandy Valley, settling 
in Kanawha County, Virgin'ia., at the forks of that River. In 
1811, in lt"'loyd County, "-!Kentucky, James Vinson a.nd Rhoda Sperry 
1?96- -186-°), daughter of Benjamin S:::i erry a.nd his wife, Winnie 
Artrip, were married. Benjamin S~erry (1?6? - 1856) and Minnie 
Artrip (daughter of John and Susannah Artrip), were married in 
Montgomery County, Virginia, February 6, 1?93. 
Th:6,children of James Vinson, Sr, and his wife, Rhoda. S:per -
r1.v-, 
ry, sons: James, Jr,, William, Elias, Lazarus, Francis Marion, 
" Samuel Sperry, a11d La Fayette; daughters, Sally a.nd Rachel. 
(1) Ben, wa.s born about 1812 - 3, a.nd died in Missouri a.-
bout 1840- 41. He was married in 1832 
-~ 
to Luciny.1\f~; a. da.ugh -
ter ~ Lithia.,ma.rried Thos, P. Jones in 
I 
1848 ~ 1~-8"-f 
' -- I) 
(2) JAMES, Jr., born 1814 - 15, died in 1:issouri about 1854 - 55. 
He married Sarah Parsons (born in Kentucky in 1824), who lived 
to be more than ninety yea.rs old, WkvtL--; 
The children of James Vinson, Jr. and his wife, Sa.rah Ann 
(a.) Elia.s (Aley), born in Missouri in 1842 married ---
Blair, 
(b) Rhoda., 'born 1844, married first Samuel Jarrell; and sec -
ond, David Blair Lamron. Samuel Jarrel was murdered by Federal 
soldiers in 1861, 
( c) Eliza.beth, born 1845, married John May.1 in 1865, 5' ~ M 
~~ u 
- 1 -
(d) Lazarus (1847 - 94) married a. Miss beavers (?). He 
( v:a.s kiUed by a ra.ilroa.d train in Logan County. 
( 
(e) John, Born 1849; 
(f) William (1854 - 1908) married Matilda Chapman in 1883; 
(g) James (Little Jim); 
(h) Martha (1853 - 1947) married Harrison Jarrell (1849 - 1918). 
3. WILLIAM, 1816 - 82) married in 1835, Jane Chambers born 
1820, daughter of Richard Chambers (1785 (1?85 - ;84 ) and his 
wife, Mary Gerred, born 179 
were: 
The children of William Vinson and his wife, Jane Chamb~s 
(a) Richard, (1838- 1910), married Georgia. Randall; l;j,-J-
(b) Zara., born 1842, married George Johnson in 1865. ~~ 
c Tennessee, 1844- 1918, married Geo. W. Hutchinson; 
d Zattoo, Dock- (1846 - 1917), married Josephine Bromley; lc..,.,v1 
(!) Mary J. born 1848, married William Smith; 
f) Kenos F. (1849 - 1925) married Nancy Wellman (1852 --
1933) in 1869; 
( g) Samuel; 
(h) Eliza.beth, born about 1862, married D. C. O'Neal, 1887; 
(i) ______ married Jl artin Johns 
4. ELIAS (Aley), 1822 - ?8, went to 11-''. issouri a.bout 1840; and in 
Pla.tte County, in that State, in 1846 he married Phoebe Levlis 
1825--1002), a native of Kentucky. They moved to Oregon a.bout 
1865. 





a .• William, died in infancy; 
b. James, 1848-1901) married Ida Frank; 
c . William Henry (1850 -1934 ) married Eleanor Buckr.:a.ster 
1374; 
d. Rhoh. Jane, born 1852, married James Stowe, 1872 
e. Hannah (Fanny), born 1854, married Frank Heffling. 
f. Mary, 1856-59); 
g. David, (1835 -1906) married Rose Etta. Wilkins in 1887. 
5. LAZARUS, (1823 -95 ) married first Jane Ratcliffe, daugh-
ter of William Ratcliffe (1802 -85 ) a.nd his wife, Nancy Garred 
1804-64) 
The children of La.za.rus and Jane Ratcliffe Vinson were: 
a. Elizabeth (184_ 188 ) married John Hardwick; 
b. J)gni el (185i -1900) married Virginia See (1854-1943 ) 
c. :Milla.rd (1854 -1917 ) marriedBelle Dingess; ~-1 
d. James (185_ 19 ) married Virginia Ferguson, 1876;~.1 
e. Witfield Scott, married Florence Damron; ~-1 
f. William 1863--19 )ma,rried :B'lorence Crum. ,, ,, 
children were: 
Lazarus Vinson married, second, Vicy Ann Wiley, a.rid their I ~.;; 
a • La Faye t t e ( 18 6 7 -193 )married Martha. Jane Jarrel in 1886 
b. Francis M. born 1869, married Zea Reynolds; 
c. John J., born 1870, married If..a.u(e Frasher in 1893.i 
d. Zat·too, born 1872, but died at age of nine or ten 
e. Henrietta. (1873 --1946 ), married Ulysses Branham; 
f. Carrie, born 1875, unmarried . 
~ · Taylor, 1877--193 ) married Crum 





1. Rachel, died when a sma.l 1 child; 
j. Rhoda (188 __ -19 ma rried James; 
k. Peter (188 -19) II • - - ------' 
.F'RAfTCIS lIARIOt~,_(1830--90) m:o rried, first, Sarah Thomp-
son (1832--77). Their children were: 
a. Samuel B. (1849-1904) mc>rried v1·ctoria. 
Ferr uson in 1870 
I 
b. 1:issouri, born Oct. 19, 1851. Died April 19, 1854. 
c. Virginia (1854-1939) married .Ta.cob L. Peters 
1850--1912 in 1870. 
I 
d. 
Francis li . Vinson married, second, in 18?8, Victoris 
1 
~-
Jarrel; a.nd one child, Fred, was born in 1390 
?. SAMUEL SPERRY, (1833-1904) married :Ma ry D"mron in 1854. 
Their children were: 
a. Tennessee 1853--193 ) , married in 18?0 Vim. D. 
Pet ers ; ; 
b. Ii'rancis III., born January 25, 1856, but died same day. 
c. Za.chary 'l'aylor, (1857-1929)), married a. }A:iss Bush; and, 
second Chaffin. 
e. Willia:m, Born Jan.l, 1866 a.nd died Aug. 11, 1869: 
d. Josephine (1862-1885) married John P. Bromley: 6'"~p ~~$~ 1J 
f. Belle, born 18E8, rr.arried Jas. J. Hughes in 1385: J:,..i~ 
('>~V'' 
~ 
h. Linzy T. ( 1874-1934) married Wi 11 i e Holderby i J (o'l:tv 5>.r, ~ 
~~~ M. 
g. Linn Boyd (1871 - 1909) nrnrried Vir 2:inia. .w.nca.n; ~-
1(a ry, born 1878, married Tona ld Clark. 
8. LA FAYETTE, (1835-1916), married .Amanda Frasher in 1860. 
Their children were: 
- 4 -
( 
a. Cuzzi e, born 1861, married Ira Srni th; 




Sa.m Jesse, born 1864, and married Eliza.beth York in 1883, ~1 
George, born 1868; married Jessie Lear: 1 ~-1 }I-~- ¼..k... 
Marshal Blucher, born 18?1, ma.rri ed .Helen Shipe; 
f. John L. (1873--1935), married 
g . D. Wellington (1875 - 1943) married, first Blancht.Wilson, sec-
ond Anne Williams. 
9. SALLIE, married David Justice. She dies Oct. 23, 1842. David 
Justice married, second, Margaret Chambers, a sister of Krs. 
Jane Chambers Vinson1 ~ i 
10. RACHEL, (1831-1912), married first William Bowe. Their children: 
\ 9~ ~ ~ ~ 
a. Ellen, born 1852, married Doll Branham; 
La Fayette (1854-1921) married Sarah Bi l lups, daughter of 
John. ~t~~ ~ \~~v.{~r~•~~ 
Rachel married, second, William Ratcliffe (1802 -1885 ), Th~S-~ 
children of Rachel Vinson and her husband William Ra tcliffe, ~•o' 
11~ 
were: 
a. John F. (1868 -1924), married a. daughter of D.J.Burchett; 
c. Vinson, born in 1875, but died in infancy. 
-0-
James Vinson, Sr. made a will leaving a ll his pro :Jerty to his 
wife, Rhoda Sperry Vinson, as long as she ren a.ined his v,idow. The 
' wbatnesses to this Will v1ere: Dani el Ra.tcliffe, Een jamin S:)erry, 
James Robertson, Jarnes lc~arcum and stephen Marcum. 
Ben Vinson; oldest son of James and Rhoda, and his brother 
J am es, went to ~ issouri about 1840, a few r onths after the ir 




em:ployed to assist horse traders to driv-e a herd in the State 
of Eissouri. These traders, and Ben Vinson along with them, 
were arrested for stealing horses and ~ut in prison. Ben, being 
innocent of any intentional wrong doing , refused to submit to 
)risen discipline, and was nunished by being placed in a tank 
into which water wa s running, ma.king it necessary to keep the 
water pumped out to save him frol:'.l drowning. Ben refused to man 
t l1 e .9ump, and was drowned. 
Francis L. Vinson, Samuel S. Vinson and La Fayette 
Vi nson were soldiers of the Confederacy, serving in Comuany K. 
of the Ei shth Virginia Cavalry. Two sons of Jar.ies Vinson, Jr. 
Elias and Lazarus, also were soldiers of the South. 
It is believ-ed tha.t the dates rr iven in the fore going 
fa:rdly history are correct for the most J2 rt, and not far wrong 
in other cases. 
- 6 -
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